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Early in 1771 news reached Madras that the Raja of
Taiijore had sent a force against the Setupati of Ranuxad;
and the President thereupon wrote to the Raja that as
Ramnad belonged to the Nawab and was a dependency of
the Oarnatic, any attack on it was contrary to the treaty
between tho Raja and the Nawab to which the English
Government had made themselves guarantors (vide, the
last paragraph of the treaty of 1762, p. 72 of Aitchison's
'Treaties, Engagements and Sanads, Vol. 10, Madras,
1909). The Raj a replied that he wanted merely to take
back Hanumantagudi which did really belong to him, and
was actually in his possession at the time of the conclusion
of the treaty of 1762 and also that the Poligar of Sivaganga
Lad seized elephants destined for him and the Toudaiman
of Pudukottah had injured his country. The Madras
Governor urged that the Rajah had taken on himself the
arbitration of a cause which he "ought to have reserved for
decision to themselves; and<the latter's reply was that he
did not undertake to do anything "contrary to the heredi-
tary custom observed".
The Nawab was at that time greatly encouraged by
Sir John Lindsay, the King's Envoy, who was at Madras.
He called upon the Madras Government "with unusual
force and boldness of importunity to make war upon the
Raja". Lindsay urged the same view and maintained
that the Madras Goverlmient would be only betraying the
Nawab and violating their duty, even if they should make
any delay in rendering the assistance which he required.
The Madras Grovernmeuit was in an unfortunate delumna.
They dared not displease Lindsay who was the represen-
tative of the Ministers. They were not sure that the .Na-
wab1 would help them with fund.s for the expedition and
they were afraid of the probability of an attack on the
Northern Sarkars by the Nizam, of a likely war with the
Marathas who were allied with Tanj'ore and of troubles
also from Haidar Ali. They pretended to make an inquiry
into the dependence of Ramnad and to find that tho rulers
of Trichinopoly, i.e., the Nayaks of Madura", had received
more submissions from the Setupatis than the Rajas of
Tanjore; and therefore since Trichinopply had been ab-
sorbed in the government of the Camatic, the Nawab had
naturally succeeded to the claims of the Nayaks. Tn Jane
1771, when Trichinopoly was sufficiently" supplied with